
Transpire Meetings & Events – Late Summer 2016 
 
 

Transpire Meetings and Evening Tours 
 
 

Wednesday 28th September 2016 
 
Happy Birthday Transpire – A special 40th birthday party 

 
This will be a very special meeting to mark the exact date on which Transpire was formed on                     
28th September 1976.  The programme of events is contained in the July News Sheet and includes a 
short run on a preserved Chesterfield bus followed by a gathering at Rose Hill United Reformed Church.   
 

As a result of the above, the Annual General Meeting has been delayed until our November gathering. 
 

 

Other Transpire Evening Meetings 2016 - 2017 
 

The proposed programme of evening meetings for the remainder of 2016/7 is: 
 

Tuesday 29th November 2016 Annual General Meeting followed by members’ slides 
Tuesday 31st January 2017    A presentation by Greg Lilleker 
Tuesday 21st March 2017    A presentation by Dennis Vickers 
Tuesday 23rd May 2017  Evening Tour 
Tuesday 18th July 2017   Evening Tour 
 
 

 

Dennis Trident Farewell Day  
Saturday 13th August 2016 

 

Dennis Tridents were the first low floor double deckers introduced 
by the Stagecoach Group back in 1999. Many more have followed 
which have been manufactured by Dennis and their successors. 
 

As from January 2017, the Public Service Vehicles Accessibility 
Regulations require all buses over 21 seats used on local bus 
services to be fully accessible. Despite being of a low floor design, 
the earliest Dennis Tridents, a number of which are operated in 
Chesterfield, are not compliant and will therefore be withdrawn 
before the end of the year. It is also significant that these are the  
last non-compliant vehicles in the Stagecoach Yorkshire fleet. 
 

Chesterfield's examples (17004/7/8/9 and 17050/8) were some of 
the first Dennis Tridents delivered to Stagecoach London and 
have subsequently worked in Cambridge and Devon before being 
transferred into Chesterfield following the award of the contract to 
provide services to and from Chesterfield College in 2013. 
 

Subject to availability, Stagecoach are intending to operate as  
many of their Tridents as possible, during the daytime on services 
25 & 84 alongside their Leyland Fleetline Open Top 15513 and the 
famous Stagecoach 'Megadekka' Leyland Olympian 14000 which  
is kindly being provided by Stagecoach East.  One vehicle will also 
operate an evening journey on service 77 to Worksop and return.  
 

Timetables for this event can be downloaded from the Transpire 
website at  www.transpirebus.wordpress.com/tridents/  and  
details of any additional journeys being operated by the Tridents  
or 14000 / 15513 will be displayed in the waiting room at the 
Chesterfield Coach Station on New Beetwell Street on the day. 
 



TRANSPIRE WEEKEND EVENTS & RALLIES – late summer 2016 
 
 

 INTRODUCTION – PLEASE BOOK IN ADVANCE FOR ALL WEEKEND TRIPS 
 
This year we have an interesting variety of trips planned to displays, rallies, running days and to places 
of scenic or coastal interest.  Although we hope that they all will take place, their operation does depend 
on the availability of buses and drivers, and the number of passengers who would like to attend.                  
In addition there is the possibility that last minute decisions may be taken to visit other events. Thus we 
are now asking if everyone interested in attending one of our trips will notify us in advance in order that, 
should any last minute changes be made, we have the opportunity of contacting you.   
 

Unless stated otherwise all bookings should be made to our Librarian, Neville Whitmore either by phone 
or text to 07709-987478. 

 
 

Coach outing to Llandudno.   Sunday 7th August 2016   
  
It is a few years since we visited this resort on the North Wales coast, but it is always popular with both 
tourists and transport enthusiasts.  The historic sea front promenade is most attractive, parallel to which 
is the main shopping street and bus services (open-top buses have served here in the past – are they 
still running today?)     
 

For the transport enthusiast the main attractions are the Victorian tramway which climbs the very steep 
Great Orme headland.  Built in two sections thus requiring a change of tram on route, it provides 
spectacular views over the town and the coast.  Also, operating around the headland is a service using a 
vintage coach which gives a guided tour along this narrow coast road.  This must be booked in advance 
at a booth near the end of the pier.   
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Andrew or 
Tina Bagshaw on 01246-473619 
 

 
Weekend break to Imberbus Event, Salisbury Plain, Friday & Saturday 19th and 20th August 2016 
 

For many years we have been fascinated by reports from this event for it is certainly unique.                     
A substantial area of Salisbury Plain, that at one time contained villages and farms, is closed to the 
public for it is now used by the army for training purposes.  However for this one day preserved buses 
are permitted to operate a network of services in the restricted area and can travel along deserted 
narrow lanes and visit an uninhabited village.  Using mostly ex. London Routemasters this promises to 
be a most memorable experience. 
 

Neville is organising the accommodation for this weekend break and thus he must have as much notice 
as possible of those wishing to attend.  To enquire about this event please ring Neville as soon as 
possible on 07709-987478 

 
 
Sheffield Bus Rally and Running Day, Abbeydale Road Tesco.  Sunday 21st August 2016   
 
An event which is ‘just down the road’ from Chesterfield began last year and proved popular with local 
enthusiasts.  Organised by the West Riding Bus Group it brought together a number of buses both 
historic and modern, which made a fine display in the Park and Ride site alongside the large Tesco 
Supermarket (which has an excellent cafe).   
 

Regular free bus services were offered, both to Sheffield City Centre and out onto the Derbyshire 
moorland at Owler Bar with one journey being extended to Baslow, and we anticipate another variety of 
runs this year. 
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Neville 
Whitmore on 07709-987478.   

 



Coach outing to Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.  Sunday 28th August 2016  
 
This is a new destination for Andrew and Dennis’ coach trips, our being attracted not only by a different 
coastal resort, but also by the opportunity to sample the narrow gauge steam train operated Wells and 
Walsingham Light Railway which travels some four miles through the beautiful Norfolk countryside.  The 
coach fare will include a return journey on this railway.  
 

Also, at this resort is the Wells Harbour Railway, a short narrow gauge line alongside the beach road 
which links the harbour with the beach. Four diesel locomotives are used (some with steam engine 
outlines). Thus, although we are heading into unfamiliar territory, there promises to be much of transport 
interest. 
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Andrew or 
Tina Bagshaw on 01246-473619 
 
 
Trans Lancs Transport Show, Heaton Park, Manchester.  Sunday 4th September 2016  
 
A long standing and popular event is this display of preserved buses in the huge Heaton Park in 
Manchester.  The preservation movement in that city is very prolific and most of the roadworthy buses 
from the Transport Museum are present along with visiting vehicles from Lancashire and further afield, 
making a colourful spectacle. 
 

A good line-up of sales stalls is always present.  Only one free bus service is offered linking the main 
gate of Heaton Park with the Transport Museum at Boyle Street.  However a unique attraction is the 
Heaton Park Tramway where elderly tramcars give rides from the Lakeside to the Park Gates, some of 
which is on former Manchester Corporation tracks. 
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Neville 
Whitmore on 07709-987478.   
 
 
South Yorkshire Transport Rally, Aldwarke.  Sunday 11th September 2016 
 
A regular local event in mid-September is the rally held at the South Yorkshire Transport Museum at 
Aldwarke.  Having moved from Meadowhall a few years ago because of prohibitive costs, the museum 
site in the open plan industrial estate surroundings allows ample space to display visiting vehicles and 
provides holding and starting points for free bus services. 
 

Refreshment and toilet facilities are available in the museum building itself, which also houses a good 
number of sales stalls.  Approximately three free bus services are operated so that visitors can sample 
some of the preserved buses and we have volunteered to use our entry on a few of these runs. 
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Neville 
Whitmore on 07709-987478.  Please note there is an admission charge into the Museum which is 
a maximum of £4.00 adult, £2.50 OAP, £2.50 Child and £10.00 Family. 
 
 
Merseyside Transport Trust Running Day, Liverpool,  Sunday 11th September 2016 
 
On the same date as Aldwarke, the Merseyside Transport Trust is again holding its Running Day based 
at Liverpool’s South Parkway Interchange.  The journey to this event is made annually by our members 
who enjoy the unique atmosphere of Liverpool and take advantage of the large number of Atlanteans 
and Fleetlines that form the mainstay of the free bus services.  Over a dozen buses will cover routes 
through Woolton, Penny Lane and Aigsburth to the Pier Head. 
 

In addition to travelling on the buses there are the many attractions of Liverpool’s fine city centre to 
explore.  This visit is organised by those Transpire members who are involved in the restoration of ex. 
Chesterfield Atlantean 114, and they enjoy an extended stay in Liverpool, so please be prepared for an 
earlier start and later return than on a normal rally. 
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Rob Collis 
on 07876-443647.   
 
 



Weekend break to Kingsbridge Running Day, Devon.  Saturday & Sunday 17th & 18th September 2016 
 

Please see your July Transpire news sheet for details of the trip to this interesting event 

 
Showbus International.  Donnington Park,  Sunday 25th September 2016 
 

This is the major bus event of the year, with over 500 vehicles, both preserved and modern, being on 
display.  Sadly last year’s move of venue to Woburn Abbey presented problems with buses becoming 
stuck in soft ground resulting in long queues waiting for hours to reach their parking spaces.  At first it 
appeared that it may be the end for Showbus, but the organisers were fortunate in securing a new site at 
Donnington Park for 2016.  Here, we are told, all vehicles will be on a vast area of hard standing thus 
avoiding any worries in the event of poor weather and, for us, it is an ideal location being only approx. 
1½ hours distant instead of a lengthy journey down south. 
 

The date of this event is also only three days away from the 40th anniversary of Transpire and thus we 
plan to mark the occasion by taking as many of our locally preserved buses as possible and forming a 
display by having them all parked together.  This will demonstrate to all spectators the achievements of 
the Chesterfield bus movement and your support and enthusiasm would be greatly appreciated. 

 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Neville 
Whitmore on 07709-987478.  Please note there is an admission charge into the grounds which is 
a maximum of £10.00. Those under 16 years of age are free of charge. 

 
Transpire Special 40th Anniversary Event.  Wednesday 28th September 2016 
 

Please see your July Transpire news sheet for details of this important event 

 
Wirral Bus and Tram Show, Birkenhead,  Sunday 2nd October 2016 

 

This is one of our most popular rallies of the year for there is so much of interest for everyone at the 
event alongside the famous River Mersey.  Adjoining the bus parking area is the river front tram line 
served by historic restored trams from local towns.  These operate to the Woodside Ferry Terminal 
(which is also just a ten minute walk) where the iconic “Ferry cross the Mersey” leaves for Liverpool. 
 

In the opposite direction the trams terminate at Taylor Street depot, now home to both the trams and 
preserved buses, and here can be found undercover sales stalls and refreshments.  The rally site and 
Taylor Street are also linked by frequent free preserved bus services, with some journeys extending to 
Wallasey and New Brighton giving excellent views of the regeneration on the banks of the Mersey 
estuary.  Finally, for a quicker run to Liverpool, frequent underground trains depart from the Victorian 
Hamilton Square station, again a few minute’s walk from the display area. 

 

This event finishes quite early, with the depot doors being closed at 4.00 pm and thus we make a fairly 
early start to make the most of our day. 
 

To join us on this trip, and for details of picking up points and times, please contact Neville 
Whitmore on 07709-987478 

 
Evening visit to the rail system of Scunthorpe Steel Works.  Wednesday 5th October 2016 
 

This evening outing is organised jointly by Transpire and the Sheffield Transport Study Group and 
features a nocturnal visit to the extensive rail system of Scunthorpe Steel Works.  By night the site takes 
on a totally different vista and this will be a rare opportunity to take a tour at this time of day, kindly 
operated by the Appleby Frodingham Railway Preservation Society.  The tour will use brake vans and be 
diesel hauled, so dress accordingly for a chilly October evening!  Departure will be from the Society’s 
platform at 7.15 pm and returning for approximately 9.00 pm.  The actual route of the tour will depend on 
operational requirements on the night.  Please note that it is company policy that there is no photography 
allowed on the Scunthorpe site except at the Society’s loco shed and railway platform, and your booking 
will be taken as an acceptance of this rule. 
 

Transport will be provided to and from Scunthorpe (probably using one of the 123 Group’s vehicles) 
departing Chesterfield Town Hall at 5.15 pm and Brown Street, Sheffield at 5.45 pm.  The total cost of 
this trip will be £20.00, payable on the night.  
 

Because of the limited numbers permitted it is essential that you book as early as possible with 
Paul Beardsley at beardspaul@aol.com or telephone 01142-488613 or 07860-524879  



 
Details of other events that the Society will be attending later in the season will be given in 
coming News Sheets. However some dates for your diary are – 
 

• Isle of Axholme Running Day.  Sunday 16th October 2016   
 

• Coach outing to Market Bosworth and the Battlefield Line.  Sunday 23rd October 2016   
 

• Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum Open Day & Running Day.  Sunday 6th November 2016   
 

• Dewsbury Bus Museum Open Day and Transport Fair.  Sunday 13th November 2016   
 

• Ecclesall Road Running Day, Sheffield.  Sunday 20th November 2016   
 

• Coach outing to “Scroggling the Holly” Christmas Festival, Haworth.  Sunday 27th November 2016   
 

• Christmas Cracker Event, Manchester Museum of Transport.  Sunday 4th December 2016    
 
 
 


